The Blowhole Viewing Platform, Port Campbell Coast

The Port Campbell Community Group Inc. is deeply concerned at the unsympathetic
design and negative environmental impacts of the Blowhole viewing platform, again going
ahead without community consultation.

The enormous polycarbonate design, a black tube, is a blight on the natural landscape and
will become a wind tunnel in this extreme environment, and it could collapse the cavity
beneath.
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/projects/western-victoria/loch-ard-blowhole-lookout

Loch Ard Blowhole Lookout

Changed conditions in the park

December 2023

New views at Loch Ard Gorge The lookout

The Victorian Government is investing S8 million to This stunning new lookout will wrap around the
build a new lookout at the 'Blowhole', at the Loch Blowhole, a deep cutting in the land that fills with
Ard Gorge visitor precinct. The lookout will provide a water from the Southern Ocean

new visitor experience at this tucked away site,

nestled amongst native vegetation The lookout will resemble a breaching whale, with

the rnarnne uwatar cumhalicine ite heaasbhia. v

The design (above) is far different to that shown in the Shipwreck Coast Master Plan
(SCMP) which was shown to the community and which had low visual and environmental
impact (below).



https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/projects/western-victoria/loch-ard-blowhole-lookout

A Parks Victoria information session 31-8-2017 at Port Campbell showed a geotechnical
plan (below) which coincides with the SCMP design where the bridging design would go
straight across the Blowhole and little or no requirement for masses of concrete over a

cavern — the area of recognised “geological weakness”.
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The geotechnical investigation has identified that the
lookout/bridge footing are to be placed either side of

ey — the blow hole spanning across the alignment of the
“ s geological weakness.
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Photo PCCG Inc. Blowhole sign, ¢ 2000



The Community has not been shown how the masses of concrete and new design
considers geotechnical issues and the fragile limestone. Photos: 19-12-2024




The design — below - looks like a crashed airliner
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Pht: PortCampbeII Comuity Goup Inc. 27-2-025



Two pages following from a VicRoads FOI re the Blowhole explaining the geotechnical
issues.

3.2 The Blowhole

The Blowhole is a large collapsed cavity approximately
20 m wide and 50 m long into which sea water is
channelled through a narrow channel from the south.
The Blowhole 1is located scme 100 m inland from the

coast. To the north of The Blowhole, a tunnel
continues under the access road into a large
subterranean cavern. The cavern has been delineated

using the results of the drilling carried out at the
site, and by applying geological concepts relating to
the occurrence of lineations within the limestone
formation.

This subterranean cavern has been found to be
approximately 25 m wide and 35 m long and extending up
to 8 m above sea level. It appears that the minimum
cover over the roof of both the cavern and the tunnel
is of the order of 12 m.

The locations of the cavity and the estimated tunnel
location between the cavity and The Blowhole are shown
on VIC ROADS Drawing No 395237 attached as Appendix B.

3.3 Formation of Cavities

The formation of both these subterranean cavities (and
also The Blowhole itself) is considered to be dues to
dissolution and softening of the 1limestone by
groundwater percoclating through discontinuities within
the limestone, followed by erosion and enlargement by
vigoraus wave action, followed in turn by collapse or
slabbing off along an adjacent joint or discontinuity.

All of these factors are evident from the information
obtained from the bores, and from observations made at
the site.

All bores drilled at the site showed a marked increase
in moisture content of the limestone with depth, even
with bores located over the roof of the cavity. This
indicates the cavities are in a general groundwater
seepage regime.

Dippings into the cavity to the north of The Blowhole
indicated that the floor of the cavity is submerged,
with extremely turbulent water and strong currents
being evident.

Dippings into the tunnel (20 m north of The Blowhole)
indicated a water depth of approximately 10 m. At this
location the tunnel would only be of the order of 2 m
in width.

At Thunder Cave, seepage from the cave roof and from
the back of the cave can be observed directly.
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B90-1024 were wash-bored to depths of 35.5, 23.0 apd 20.0m
respectively using the Rcads Corpeoration Gemco H22Z drill rig.

“hases bores Zfailad to intersect either the tunnel or <the
nidéen cavern. No +time was availaple to attempt Iurther

hores as the drill rig was reguired at another site.

3 DISCUSSION

The location of Thunder Cave has been adeguately delinsated by
the EDM survey, the resulis of which are plotted on the locality
plan in Appendix 1. While it is considersq appropriate that the
road bs relocatad away Zrom the Xnown cavity, ro guarantes can be
given that other gavities with the potential =To collapse are
ho= wrsseant to the land-ward side (to the nert znd north-east)
cf the outline of The main ecavity.

.~ The Blowhole site howsver, further work is ' considared
mandatory to locate the hidden and apparsntly large cavity.
Further gecphysical work could Dde carried out in an effort To
sxpand cur. kncwledge of the apparent resistivity ‘high’ shown on
the model in 2Zppendix 4 but backup grilling would still be
rsguired to prove ths location and naturs of the cavity.

Cme inherant difficulty asscciated with geophysical surveying
and/cr drilling is the need to cut further <tTraverss lines or
—racks =hrough the thick heath/scrubk in the area to the north of
the tourist access read.

+he hidden cavity has a rocf level as high as is alleged
S5+ m), thers is the possibility thal the mass of the drilling
g may produce collapse of the structure similar to that which
s

=

occurred in the geologic past with The 3lowhole. wnile this
sipility is considered to ke remots, it cannot be discounted.

Discussiosn with who entered Lhe
hidden cavity in January 1988 suggssts that the siting of a drill
rig over this area could indeed be hagzardous bLscause of tThe
apparent size and the height ¢f thz cavity above water sea-level.

-~ FURTHER INVESTIGATICN PROPOSAL

In a further eifort to delineat= the hidden cavity in The
Blownole arez, the following is proposed:

~ Drilling a further bore {or porss) on the noxrth side of the
road te locate the tunnel leading from The Blowhole and ther to
£ollow this line of crilling until the main cavity is reached.

- Attempt, by drilling, to delineate the perimeter of the cavity.

This drilling investigation would need to De suppienented by
further geophysical testing to expand the area previously
covered. This may include geophysical technigues other Uthan

concuctivity surveying.

Such investigations will only be caxried out with your approval
and at your direction. after receipt of this report a meeting
will bpe arranged to further discuss these proposals and, if



Environmental Impact Statement

What work has been done to consider whether the extensive concrete
foundations could collapse the cavern underneath?

A full and inclusive Environmental Impact Statement should have been
undertaken (of this and any other infrastructure on this fragile coast), and a
geotechnical report should be made publicly available.

During construction (above)

8/8/2025 - Painting out graffiti?



It sems the pol{/arbonate tub has fléxed a§ t'he ‘porthble;:’ apbéar t'o“ha.v'e i:rai:ked ad |
are painted in white. 8/8/2025

20/7/2025

Destroyed Landscape Values and Lack of Community Consultation

The coast’s landscape values and the natural environment, and the Victorian and local
community, are all losing in the long run — an expensive use of taxpayers money which could
collapse this significant environmental feature.



